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September 7, 2016 Dear Friends,

Starting September 18, we will begin a 9-week sermon series entitled
“Break My Heart for What Breaks Yours”. This is a lyric from a Hillsong
United worship song that we have sung during worship of God. The
words did not originate with Hillsong United, but go back to a prayer by
Bob Pierce, the founder of World Vision, who prayed, “Let my heart be
broken by the things that break the heart of God”.

In China, missionary Tina Hoelkedoer introduced Bob Pierce to White
Jade, a battered, abandoned child. Tina, unable to care for the child,
asked Pierce, "What are you going to do about her?” Bob gave all the
money he had on him at the time, $5, but made a commitment to send
$5 every month. Bob was in China as an evangelist with Youth for
Christ and many Chinese came to know Jesus as Lord. But Bob
realized that the physical needs of the children needed to be met. He
prayed that his heart be broken for the things that break the heart of
God.

As I look at the ministry of GVBC, I realize that we have had our hearts
broken for the physical needs of people. Be it a tsunami in Japan, water
projects in Africa and Thailand, or the poor children in San Telmo, we
respond. We love our neighbors in Gardena and feed the hungry. We
assist people through the Gardena Human Services. This is great! We
were not doing this 20 years ago, but maybe we need our heart broken
again. Why?

I think as we have been looking at the message of the Gospel, we need
to have a broken heart for those that don’t know and follow Jesus. Are
we as concerned for the spiritual condition of our neighbors as we are
the physical and emotional needs of our neighbor? I am not thinking
either or, but both.

The sermon series is not trying to guilt people into caring for the
spiritual condition of our neighbors, but to develop in each of us a “heart
that is broken as God’s is broken”.

When Jesus was going into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, He stopped
and cried over Jerusalem, remembering how often God had called them
to Him and they had not come. His heart was broken for them. How is
your heart? To start this series, I ask that each one of us daily pray that
God break our hearts for what breaks His. I pray this series will break
your heart for the lost, that don’t know and follow Jesus.

Hillsong United – Hosanna

(Bridge)

Heal my heart and make it clean
Open up my eyes to the things unseen
Show me how to love like you have loved me.
Break my heart for what breaks Yours
Everything I am for Your Kingdom’s cause
As I walk from nothing to eternity.

His child,

Pastor Steve
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CONTENTMENT IN CHRIST
PROFILE OF SCOTT KUSHIGEMACHI
BY KATHY AISO
“Now contentment is one of the flowers of heaven, and it must be
cultivated.” — 19th century preacher, Charles Spurgeon

IN ALL ASPECTS OF HIS LIFE, Scott Kushigemachi wants to seek God’s will. This
includes his job as an El Camino College English professor. With a passion for English,
Scott chose his career, desiring to make a difference in his students’ lives. “I hope to be an
instrument of God’s peace and to promote the common good,” Scott affirmed. His classes
include activities involving, learning to communicate eloquently, thinking critically, and
engaging in class discussions about important ideas.

PARENTING JOYS FAR OUTWEIGH THE CHALLENGES

In his role as a parent to his two and a half year old daughter, Claire, Scott feels the joy far
outweighs the challenges of raising a child. “Having a child is such a great gift,” Scott
shared. His wife, Amy, feels very fortunate to be married to Scott, who takes an active daily
role in raising Claire. Amy is part of the Pastoral Search Committee, undertaking the
important task of finding the next senior pastor for GVBC. She also serves as a Member-at
-Large on the church Board of Deacons.

A GIFT OF MUSIC

At GVBC, Scott utilizes his gift of music. At alternate morning worship services, he plays the piano or the guitar,
sings, shares his thoughts, and prays. Scott also considers it a blessing to have individually met with GVBCer
John Fukuoka every month for the last 12 years. John, who earned a certification in “Spiritual Direction,” has
helped Scott discern how God is speaking and directing him in everyday life. They continue to meet monthly.

AN EARNEST, SERIOUS KID

A native of Torrance, Scott grew up with his parents, Mas and Peggy, and younger brother, Todd. With Todd
arriving seven years later, Scott grew up as an only child during his early years. An earnest, serious kid, Scott
attended GVBC as a child with his mom. One important aspect he appreciated about his mother was, while she
gave guidance, she never forced Christianity on him. Rather, she always gave him “space” and modeled her faith
quietly through actions. Today, Peggy serves on staff as GVBC’s Financial Assistant and Mas helps out and
provides leadership for Work Day and he is committed to kids, serving as a Sunday school assistant. At age 19,
Scott and his family rejoiced over Mas’s decision to become a Christian.

At GVBC, a children’s Sunday school teacher gave an invitation for children to ask Jesus into their hearts, an
invitation Scott took up by himself that night. Growing up, Scott attended local Torrance schools and he became
actively involved with the youth group as a teenager. As part of the group, he heard about Biola University where
he applied and was accepted, earning his B.A. in English. He then furthered his education, attending California
State University, Long Beach, earning a Master’s Degree in English.

REFLECTING GOD’S CONCERN FOR THIS WORLD

One of Scott’s favorite Bible passages is the Lord’s Prayer, which he appreciates for articulating our human
needs and for reflecting God’s concern for this world, here and now:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth,
As it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine be the kingdom,
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

As Scott actively seeks God, he lives an authentic and fulfilling Christian life.
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OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE – BAPTISM ASSISTANTS

GVBC is looking for male and female volunteers to help out on Baptism Sundays (approximately four times per year).
Our current volunteer has ministered to our baptism candidates for MANY years and it’s time to pass the baton! This
opportunity requires a willing and happy heart to help candidates feel welcomed and comfortable on their very special
day. Responsibilities include:

 Arrive early in order to prepare the rooms to absorb the dripping water.

 Hand out the correct size baptismal gowns.

 Hand out towels to the candidates and pastor as they exit the baptismal.

 Gather up all the wet gowns, towels and sheets and launder them at home after the services.

If you feel led to be a part of this important ministry, please call Pastor James Chang through the church office or email
him at james@gvbc.net.
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GVBC 17TH GOLF TOURNAMENT

Our annual Golf Tournament was held Friday, August 12 at Rio Hondo Golf Course in
Downey. This year’s tournament was extremely special in that Pastor Steve [pictured at
top right] & Nancy Langley were honored for their past 23 years of service to our
church.

As we all know, Pastor Steve and Nancy having been serving faithfully since 1994.
Steve demonstrated a multitude of skills, not only as our senior pastor, but as a church
administrator, foreman of our building expansion, chairing numerous ministries,
caregiver to family and still had time to be a devoted grandpa to their six active
grandchildren. During these years, Steve has also opened his heart for special needs of
our church members as well as to our South Bay Community, giving of his time and
resources to all.

Our Lord gave 118 golfers and an army of church volunteers a gorgeous day with a
comforting breeze, for this year’s golf tournament. About $20,000 raised from the
tournament will go to offset educational expenses for Pastor Annette Kakimoto, Diane
Ujiiye, Michelle Law and for our Friday Food Ministry headed by Gerald Mayewaki.

A heartfelt appreciation goes out to many of our church members and local community
businesses for their extremely generous financial participation and for so many raffle
and silent auction gifts. A special thanks goes to Keith Kimura, tournament chair and to
the entire golf tournament board for their many hours of time and expertise.

Again, thank you Pastor Steve and Nancy on your loving service and retirement from
GVBC in January of next year. We will miss you both, but pray for and celebrate with
you as a church body, a new season to come in your lives.

1Tim 6:11-12 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith.
Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called . . .

2Tim 4:7-8 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness . . .
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FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Our GVBC Secretary Jan Magnani and family in the passing of her father, Tadao Nanaumi, who passed away on
Monday, September 5. The family is not planning to have a formal service, but Jan's mom and dad's ashes will be
scattered at sea.

NEW BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to new parents Ryan & Thao Yahiro in the birth of their first child, baby boy, Caden,
born on Thursday, August 25. Caden was 6 lbs. 14 oz. and 20 inches long. Proud family members are
grandparents Bob & Alice Yahiro and Auntie Kari Yahiro.

LETTERS TO OUR GVBC FAMILY
Pastor Langley & Staff, Our family is appreciative of the large floral arrangement in memory of Hisao Homma. Thank you
for your prayers. It is comforting to know that we have a strong spiritual support! Sincerely, Emilie Homma.

DEAR GVBC FAMILY & SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE,

Thank you for selecting me for this generous scholarship!  The money went toward a laptop I can use for school starting
this fall. I’d also like to thank my GVBC family for investing in me spiritually and playing such a big role in my growth as a
Christian. GVBC truly helped me to discover Jesus Christ and become His fully devoted follower. That is a gift I am eter-
nally grateful for.

Love,
Kent Hirano

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS AT GARDENA VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH,

Praise the Lord!

We thank you for sending a wonderful [Japan] mission team to Rifu this year again.
We were very much encouraged by GVBC team and could start our new evangelical
program “Plant and Water” together with them. We planted together, we spread the
Gospel together, now we are expecting fruits which God will provide.

The Board Members discussed how we should use your financial contribution this
time and decided to put it for the Camp Morigo Reconstruction Project.

Please send a team to us again next summer so they will be able to stay at our newly
renovated cabin in Camp Morigo.

May God bless our partnership between GVBC and Oasis Chapel Rifu and use us for
His glory. May God’s blessings and grace be upon all of the GVBC members.

August 19, 2016
Rifu Oasis chapel Staff Members

OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR
MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING
MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs in
the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered healing
ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who are
challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or addictions.
For more information contact Pastoral Intern Diane Ujiiye at
the church office or email Diane at: mahalo@gvbc.net.

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING
Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a prayer
time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing missions work.
Please join us for prayer; open to all. Information on our
missionaries and mission projects will be provided. For
questions please contact Linda Hayashi through the church
office.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Tuesday nights until Tuesday, October 11, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.,
room 250. Led by Chaplain Brian Lo, co-leader Debra Mason.
For more information, contact brianhlo@gmail.com. To sign
up, fill out the flyer on the Narthex counter or call the office.

MOMMY MEET UP
Meets first and third Thursdays at 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. at
GVBC. The group’s aim is to provide mothers with a
spiritually uplifting time of fellowship, study and sharing.
Contact Tammy Hernandez at tammy@gvbc.net or call her at
the office.

GVBCLIVE
Friday, September 9, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary. Join us for an
evening devoted entirely to worship. We come together as a
church family to lift our voices to our amazing God who loved
us so much He sent His only Son to die on our behalf.
Everyone is invited!  It’s also a golden opportunity to invite
family and friends to experience God’s love and to hear about
the ONE True King. GVBC College Director, Brad Toy will
also share a brief devotional as we turn our hearts toward
God in ultimate praise. “...yet for us there is but on God, the
Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and
there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things
came and through whom we live.” ~ 1 Corinthians 8:6.

WORK DAY
Saturday, September 10, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up
coffee and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. All ages are
invited. Come when you can, leave when you must.

PERSPECTIVES ON THE WORLD
Mondays starting September 12 through January 16, 2017,
6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Rooms 218/220. Perspectives on the
World Christian Movement is coming back to GVBC!  This
course will help you understand God's plan for the world —
and for your life — as you explore the biblical, historical,
strategic, and cultural ways God is at work. Perspectives will
open the eyes of your heart with the fresh knowledge of
God’s unchanging purposes and why they’re relevant to your
life. For 15 weeks you will have the opportunity to learn from
some of the most highly-regarded missions leaders and
mentors in the world. The speakers will challenge and inspire
you to become a World Christian with a new perspective and
how you can join God in His goal to reach the nations — no
matter your location or vocation. Perspectives can be taken

for:  Credit (graduate or undergraduate), Certificate, or Key
Reading. Discounts and scholarships are also available.
GVBC attendees will be reimbursed part of the class fee. For
more information or to register, go to www.perspectives.org
and search for the class in Gardena, CA. For questions
contact: Tommy Park at: thomas.y.park@gmail.com

Re|Engage
Starts Friday, September 16, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. or Sundays
4:30 — 6:30 p.m. December 18 (no meeting on November
25, Thanksgiving, December 4, Christmas Potluck). Open to
all married couples. The curriculum will include topics of love
and brokenness, grace and humility, communication and
conflict, and much more. If you are interested in being a part
of Re|Engage, please contact Pastor Daniel Matsuda at
Daniel@gvbc.net or call him at the church office, ext. 681.

KEEP GARDENA BEAUTIFUL
Saturday, September 17. Volunteers needed!

7:45 AM - Meet at GVBC
12:00 PM - lunch @ Mas Fukai Park

The Neighborhood Ministry is requesting volunteers to sign
up for the Annual Keep Gardena Beautiful. Volunteers will
gather together to clean up our City parks, right of ways and
neighborhoods. We will plant flowers, paint, clean and do
minor fix-ups. Afterwards we will celebrate our achievements
with lunch at Mas Fukai Park. For questions contact Pastor
James Chang, ext. 679 or james@gvbc.net. Sign up now in
order to get a T-shirt. Size not guaranteed.

MEN’S RETREAT — SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. Speaker is Kyle Shimazaki from
Seeds of Life Church. The theme is “A Sure Foundation.”
Cost of $70 includes one night accommodation and 3 meals.
For all men college-age and up. Sign up in the Courtyard after
the worship services. Contact David Uratsu at the church
office.

ALZHEIMER’S/DEMENTIA & CAREGIVERS SEMINAR
Saturday, September 24, 9:00 a.m. — 12:45 p.m., Sanctuary.
Come to hear some great speakers coordinated by Keiro
Senior Healthcare about Alzheimer’s/Dementia. Pick up a
flyer at the Guest Center after the worship services for more
information.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD KICKOFF
Sunday, October 16. Collection day will be during both
worship services on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20.

PASTORAL APPRECIATION MONTH
The month of October is our annual Pastoral Appreciation
Month to recognize our pastoral staff and their spouses.
SAVE THE DATE:  GVBC ANNUAL HARVEST FESTIVAL
Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up on Sunday,
October 30, 1:00 p.m. Volunteer sign-ups coming soon.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 13

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Sunday, November 20
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, September 21 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 18.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).

DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of historic
Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in holiday
splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, your have a holiday dinner
at The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to experience the light
show of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.

To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

Freed-up Financial Living
How to get there with biblical principles

Hope. Joy, Financial Freedom.

JOIN US FOR PERSONALIZED

TRAINING AND GUIDANCE TO:

• Prioritize your financial goals
• Develop a personalized spending plan
• Identify action steps to reduce your expenses
• Pay down your debt, and much more!

Learn and apply financial strategies for the five financial areas
of your life (earning, giving, saving, debt and spending.

Launching Wednesday night October 5 and continuing for five more
Wednesdays until November 9.

Pick up a registration form from the Narthex counter, complete and drop in
the box below or the church office.

For questions, contact Silvio Carrara via the church office.

BAPTISM — SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 4 PM AT THE HOME OF JAN LAW IN CERRITOS

You are welcomed to witness the baptism of Jan Law and Lois Yoshimoto. They desire
to publicly declare their faith in Christ. Please RSVP directly to Jan Law at 562-865-1373
so she knows of your attendance.
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
AMINI AUBREY Maintenance Assistant

ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
WESLEY SHIOZAKI Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Advent Conspiracy
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, SEPT 18/RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP
Both services in the Sanctuary
Nichigo in the Community Hall
New sermon series:
Break My Heart for What Breaks Yours
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
Break My Heart for What Breaks Yours

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4/COMMUNION
Break My Heart for What Breaks Yours


